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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT —  
PERTH AIRPORT ACHIEVER AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [2.09 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of today’s Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s Perth Airport Achiever Awards. This 
morning I was lucky enough to present these unique awards at Perth City Farm and meet the wonderful young 
winners. Taking place during Youth Week, these awards are a timely celebration of young people who have been 
in the care of the department and have decided to pursue further education and training. We had a record number 
of nominations this year. They were all so compelling and inspirational that all 34 young people nominated were 
announced as winners. 

Having met and spoken to a number of the winners and their families, I have been personally inspired today. The 
winners have overcome adversity to take control of their lives and are working towards a brighter future through 
university study, registered training or apprenticeships. Sadly, we often hear only of the isolated negative 
outcomes in child protection. However, today’s awards have showcased in record numbers the positive results 
that can be achieved when dedicated and passionate staff work in partnership with loving and committed carers. 
Many of the award recipients openly stated that they would not have achieved all that they have without the 
support of their families, carers, caseworkers and education officers. I would like to read to members a few of 
the comments they made. Claire Spozetta, who is 18 years of age and won a University Achiever Award, said, 
“My foster mum has been in my life for six years and has supported me no matter what—she accepted me 
straight into her heart and home.” Reece Graham, who is 16 years of age and won a Registered Training 
Achiever Award, said, “Family is the most important thing in my life—both my birth family and foster family—
as they have always been there for me.” Laura Slater, who is 17 years of age and won a Registered Training 
Achiever Award, said, “My DCP case manager and mentor are important people in my life. They have pushed 
me in the right direction to get my life back on track. They never gave up on me and I now count them as my 
family.” Jessica Winter, who is 17 years of age and won an Apprenticeship or Traineeship Achiever Award, said, 
“The most important people in my life are my carers Jenny and Ray. They are now the mum and dad I have 
longed to be with. I now have a life and a future.” 

Each year, the program recognises one of the young winners for their contributions to the community via the Ida 
Curtois Inspiration Award. This year our Inspiration Award winner, Belinda Tran, was selected for her 
community service and overall leadership. High-achieving Belinda has overcome a number of personal 
challenges and drawn inspiration from her father. Embarking on a Bachelor of Science degree at Murdoch 
University this year, Belinda successfully juggles her responsibilities at home and at university, to achieve her 
dream of becoming a wildlife biologist. 

All will receive financial encouragement and support to continue with their education and training. University 
Achiever Award winners receive $4 000; Registered Training Achiever Award winners receive $1 000; and 
Apprenticeship or Traineeship Award winners receive $1 000. The winners receive the prize money in two 
instalments; the first half was provided at today’s event and the second half is provided when each winner has 
completed their first six months of study or training, providing further incentive to persevere. In addition to the 
prize money, all 34 award winners will receive a seven-day leadership voyage on the sail training ship Leeuwin. 
This was the prize our award winners were most excited to receive. It is a fabulous opportunity for these young 
people and will undoubtedly help them further their career aspirations. Numerous sponsors help to make the 
awards a success. In 2014, there were 14 in total, including naming sponsor Perth Airport. 

I am continually inspired and moved by the stories of these young people who have risen above their 
circumstances to work towards a productive future. 
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